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Mr. Brad Bradley 
Remedial Project Manager 
U.S. EPA. SHS-11 
230 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

January l7, 1991 

Re: NL Industries/'l'aracol'll' Site, Granite City, J.. Dinois 
(tho "Site") 

Dear Mr. Bradley: 

This letter is the response of Versatile Metals, Inc. to the Unilateral Administrativa Order regarding the Site issued by u.s. EPA pursuant to section 106 of the Com­
pr~henaive Environmental Response, Co~pensation and Liabil­ity Act. 

The Order alleges that Versatile Metals is a generator of hazardous substances that were sent to the site. Al­though we do not concede the factual allegations contained in the Order, Versatile Metals is at most a de minimis generator. Versatile Metals is a small company that is currently completing a Chapter 11 reorganization. For this reason, unilateral performance of the Order solely by Versatile Metals would result only in the immediate liqui­dation of the company and is therefore impossible. 

Despite Versatile Metals' inability to unilaterally perform the Order, Versatile Metals is willing to pay its pro rata share, on a volumetric basis, of the cost of performance or the Order 1 or another cleanup plan accep­table to u.s. EPA. 

Aftar the meeting between u.s. EPA and recipients of the Section 106 order on December 21, 1990, we learned that a group of generators has been negotiating a settlement with u.s. EPA. We are attempting to contact the attorneys 
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for this generatora' group and hope to be allowe4 to join 
that group and pursue a collective negotiated settlement 
with U.S. 'EPA. 

We will report to you promptly upon the conclusion, 
successful or otherwise, of our attempt to join the exist­
ing generators• group negotiating with EPA. !f you wish to 
discuss this matter further, or desire any additional 
information, please call our attorney, Michael Quinn of 
D'Ancona & Pflaum, at (312) 580-2068. 

Very Truly Yours, 

VERSATILE METALS, INC. 



• 
SENPEfl: Complete lt~ms 1 afld 2 w~en additional services are deSlflld-, and complete Items 3 and 4. 

-Put VOUI address'" the ··RETURN TO" s.,ace on lf11H8\IIIrse sid_e Failure to do thiS Will ll'CVent this card from belng re\UinCid LO ypu. llhe reLUrn receipt flU! will provld~ yOU thomame of thO er:rton delivered IO ind the Clnrn of delivet,.. For addiuonei fees iJ'ii! rOll owing ser111ces are available.. COnsut postmaster lor fEA..$ and check box(fi~;Hor addf~i<lrHII service.(sl recwostcd, · 1. 0 Sho\v to whom dalivered, i:late. and addressee's address. 2. Q Restricted Delivery (Extttl t:l:arg~} - {E:rtru ~har~;eJ 3. Anlcle Addressed to: 

NIL 8;Ji D IJ R.A bLE.y 
R£M6Dt AL ?&J;Jsc.T Jl1ANA G-e~t. 
()1., 9 . IE ?,r;) . S 1-/:S - II 
;230 g ov...Tti Dt.A~BOf..t'J ST. 
CH I C,A Cr 0 J I L ~ (9 6 0 t..{ 
5. Signature - Addressee 
X 
6. 
X 
7. 

•US.G.P.O. ~~~m.a15 - ·-

4. ArtTCIL> N\lmber 

P4Cod.. ~qo L/-31 
0 Insured 
Oeoo 0 Retum Rece'J)t 

for .Meroh1111diso 

<Mdlftetsel!f si;(I:fdress (ONLY if 
re<jllt·stcd and je;· paid) 

DOMESTIC fLETUR_N RECEU~T 


